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and letting the child draw his stylus along the grooves.
This is preferable to wax, or to having his hand directed
by another person. To write well is a most useful and
important accomplishment. All combinations of letters,
even the most difficult, must be learnt systematically
at first, and not be left to puzzle us when they occur*
Good reading is taught by beginning slowly and quicken-
ing by degrees. In all this Quintilian shows himself
in favour of a carefully graduated mefhod, a*id discards
the plunging * in medias res/ which has been inculcated
by modern educationalists.
By the seventh year a child may have learnt to read
and write with ease, may be stored with a copious supply
of sayings of great men and select passages which he
will never forget, and will, above all, have acquired a
correct and clear pronunciation—distinct and harmonious
—and fit to cope with any difficulty of expression. What
is to be done with the child thus educated ? Are we to
send him to a publip school "or to keep him at home ?
This question was as pressing and as difficult in «Quin-
tilian's day as in our own. Quintilian spealifc.jlecjdedly
for the first alternative. Th« morals of public schools
are undoubtedly corrupt, but so may be the morals of the
home. In both cases much will depend on good dispo-
sition and careful home-training. Quintilian complains
that in the corrupt homes of imperial Rome children
learn vices before they know that they are vices; effemi-
nate and luxurious, they do not imbibe criminality from
schools, but carry it themselves into schools. Again, it
is a mistake to suppose that the pupil will derive more
care and attention from a single teacher. The best
teachers will naturally be found in large schools, and
there are many subjects which one man can teach as well
to a large class as to a small one. Take pains, of course,

